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YOU CAN STILL DO IT! 


If you failed to send in the name 
of a relative or friend for a gift sub- 
scription to Between the Lines, re- 
member that a New Year’s gift is 
also a welcome greeting. What a fine 
way to help someone start the New 
Year, armed with a Christian faith 
and a larger understanding of what 
that faith is up against and what vic- 
tories it can achieve! If you have 
Christian friends or relatives who in- 
sist on having the truth, they’re the 
folks we’re hunting for. They’ll like 
Between the Lines and we'll be proud 
to add them to our ever-increasing 
fellowship of truth. 

Send in the names with a dollar 
for each, and we will send greeting 
cards as an announcement of your gilt. 





-who know the real points of issue. 








What Might Have Been 


We trust that our readers all noted the 
reports of the repeal by Congress of the 
Chinese exclusion act. It marks a great 
forward step in American race relations .. . 
so great that if tt had been carried out in 
a sincere and full sense twenty years ago, 
there would have been no war in the Pacific 
today, say many experts on Oriental affairs. 
The whole Japanese military clique and the 
source of its power was based upon this 
racial issue and its economic counterpart. 
A Christian basis for racial and economic 
solutions between Pacific nations would have 
been established and the festering issues that 
finally brought on the war could have been 
healed long ago. 

But now looking to the future, we have 
laid the basis for another era in the Pacific. 
We must pull the economic and political is- 
sues in line with this new and refreshing 
legal foundation for racial brotherhood. 


Christians Ask for Food for 
Europe 


A very encouraging and interesting de- 
velopment has appeared in the political strug- 
gle going on behind official and diplomatic 
doors over the feeding of the starving wo- 
men and children of Europe. To many 
political leaders it has not been felt expe- 
dient to send mercy ships laden with food 
to relieve the distress of Hitler’s helpless 
victims; the opinion being that such efforts 
would give aid directly to the enemy. Then 
came the demand from neutral Turkey that 
Greek mothers and children be fed and poli- 
tical leaders, desperately trying to keep 
Turkey on our side, or at least neutral, had 
to alter their policy in Greece. Now after 
many months of successful administration of 
Greek relief without benefitting the Nazis, 
Christians all over the world have been de- 
manding further action on the general relief 
situation on the part of our reluctant poli- 
tical heads. At first the demands were en- 
tirely ignored but now the bulk of American 
and British Christian organizations are 
bringing such quiet but increasing pressure 
to bear that the mighty are becoming rest- 
less. In Washington the American Catholic 

(Continued on next page) 


WHILE WE PRAY for peace, let us keep our eyes open. While we have faith 
in God, let us be aware of the deeds of men. The Christian mind that is cowardly or 
lazy is like an idle oar, not only does it not help, but its weight impedes. The world 
cannot be saved by faint hearts that won’t face facts. Human progress has been achieved 
only by those who can match’ hard realism witha great faith. 





The Real Issues of the Teheran Conference 


At the time of the Moscow conference, when terrific official propapanda pressure 
was being put behind the secret war and peace plans, Between the Lines gave you a re- 
port of what was happening behind the scenes, drawn from deductions made by those 
That report, we realized then and now, clashed 
with the build-up of popular sentiment. 

Today, however, the outline of the situation given you by Between the Lines several 
weeks ago is the same as that now widely accepted in most informed quarters. _ For 
instance, David Lawrence, an outstanding spokesman concerning Washington affairs, 
has recently reported that the real issue .is still between the Churchill-Roosevelt ideas 
for a post war world and the post war wishes of Stalin. Churchill and Roosevelt want 
no changes, or as few as possible, in the post war world, Stalin, as he smiles and signs 
papers, quietly and often secretly pushes for changes wherever he can. He is not worry- 
ing about capital investments throughout the world for he hasn’t. any. 

Many Americans of means are in sympathy with the Churchill-Roosevelt viewpoint. 
We do not mention this critically but only that we may understand the problems in- 
volved. Certainly if Stalin should prove not to be sincere in his gestures toward religious 
freedom and a more democratic way of life, then our safest way would be along the 
Churchill-Roosevelt peace line. There are many, especially our Catholic friends, who 
do not believe Stalin is sincere. They point out that Russia does not yet have freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, nor even the right of free assembly, all of which 
must come before freedom of religion can mean anything. So there is no doubt that 
the pressure of these inner divergent trends, which are being carefully shielded from 
the public eye, are basic issues upon which peace hopes uneasily rest. 

In France, for instance, Churchill and Roosevelt are working with the conservative, 
old family banking and business interests while Stalin is aiding de Gaulle, whom Lon- 
don and Washington repeatedly have tried to knock out of the picture. The support 
he received at first from Anglo-American governments was given before his liberal 
attachments were discovered. Stalin has kept close to the underground movements in 
all occupied countries and the picture, as presented in France, prevails in similar manner 
over most of Europe. 

Many cannot harmonize President Roosevelt’s “status quo” foreign policy with his 
so-called “socialistic” tendencies at home. For instance he has pushed for a $25,000 
ceiling on American incomes, a point that has made not a few American business leaders 
see red. But the Roosevelt thesis is interpreted by those close to him as being one of 
“giving up much to save losing all.” A revolution or inflation that wiped out every- 
thing wouldn’t leave $25,000 for anyone. 


Report on Italy 


As we reported to you months ago and as subsequent news has amply substantiated, 
the war in Italy is being fought on two planes: first, to drive the Nazis out, which the 
American army is bravely fighting to accomplish; second, to keep things right side up 
with the king and aristocracy remaining on top. 

Count Carlo Sforza, great Italian scholar and anti-fascist, who has been a refugee 
in America and was allowed to return to Italy by our government over London’s pro- 
tests, recently issued a statement through the Italian New York Times correspondent 
which gives a frank picture of a situation most Americans are entirely unaware of. 

The statement shows that Count Sforza, in the midst of bitter comment on King 
Victor Emmanuel and Premier Pietro Badoglio’s new “under-cabinet” of technical ex- 
perts, expressed the opinion—widely held among Italian liberals—that the Allied are sup- 
porting their enemies in Italy. The Liberals believe that full Italian support for the Allies 
in driving the Germans from Italy can be won only if the King and all fascist leaders 
are removed. ‘They feel, too, that postponement of the political solution will lead to 
vast social upheavals which, in turn, will bring a new form of nationalism, communism 
or chaos. Many of these men think that the king and some member of his circle are 
in their hearts anti-Ally. 

Sforza has agreed to work with Badoglio as a necessary intermediary but he believes 
that, when the Allies have freed Rome, the king “will say that it is advisable for him 
to remain until peace and, after peace, he will find another excuse. 

“The Allies are soothing their enemies and also they are taking the easy way .out,” 
said the great Italian liberal. “You are supporting a man who is fighting and despising 
you in his heart, a man who is a traitor to his country. The Allies are making a mis- 
take in backing the king because the Italians want to fight and want to help the Allies, 
but they will not fight for a king who is a traitor. Ninety-nine per cent of the people 
are against him.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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Argentine Developments 

The anti-liberal, anti-communist—and in South America this fac- 
tion also includes the anti-Protestant—campaign continues unabated 
in Argentina. Hundreds of professors and teachers, guilty of “dan- 
gerous liberal thoughts,” are being snatched up and sent without trial 
to concentration camps by the Argentine government. This same 
government is at the same time setting free scores of Nazi agents 
who were arrested some months ago when our government cracked 
down on Buenos Aires for Nazi collaboration. 

Little of this news appears in our papers because of Catholic in- 
fluences and because of possible political repercussions. In the last 
few years an anti-clerical movement has been growing in the Argen- 
tine similar to that which prefaced the overthrow of the church and 
monarchy of Spain before the recent Spanish civil war. Catholic 
authorities are determined to prevent this in South America. As yet 
this has not wrought much damage directly to Protestant interests, 
but Protestant leaders realize they are included in the scope of the 
purge although the action is still in its political phase. 

The anti-clerical movement in France, Spain, Mexico and now 
in South America, must not be interpreted as something stemming 
from Protestantism. Anti-clericalists are chiefly politically-minded in- 
dividuals who are rebelling against a government controlled and dic- 
tated to by powerful church groups. Thus they may often be ir- 
religious altogether although they are quick to place their sympathies 
and support behind any free evangelism in contrast to a government 
controlled by Roman Catholic priests and hierarchy. In turn the 
Catholic authorities blame “the great heresy of Protestantism” as 
the source of their troubles. 


Pro and Con 


We can report both encouraging and discouraging news concern- 
ing America’s race question. First, the warning: Attorney General 
Francis Biddle, addressing Negro members of the National Bar As- 
sociation, said that poor housing, lack of police protection because 
of the manpower shortage, general war tension, treatment of Negro 
service men and “contradiction between our profession of faith in 
democracy and our acts,” are all factors contributing to increasing 
racial tension and possible recurrence of race rioting. 

The Committee on Race Discrimination of the American Civil 
Liberties Union has issued a report along the same lines. This re- 
port mentions many cities, production centers and towns in army 
camp areas in the United States where a tense race feeling exists 
and where riots may break out at any moment. Among the cities 
listed are Birmingham, Alabama; Bridgeport, Hartford and New 
Haven, Connecticut; Chicago, Illinois; Indianapolis and Gary, In- 
diana; Alexandria, Baton Rouge and Shreveport, Louisiana; Detroit, 
Michigan; Baltimore, Maryland; Newark, New Jersey; Columbus, 
Ohio; Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Chester, Pennsylvania; Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island; Houston and Dallas, Texas; Memphis, Ten- 
nessee; and Washington, D. C. 

On the constructive side of the story is the following statement 
contained in the Civil Liberties Union report: “Race riots not only 
can be prevented; they are being prevented an on average of once a 
week. It is all a matter of the know-how. Three weeks’ organiza- 
tion will set up committees and groups of responsible citizens who 
are willing to work to prevent riots.” 

Six steps are outlined for the guidance of those community leaders 
who, seeing the danger, are willing to plan for better race relations 
and the heading off of race conflicts: 

Community leaders should form a public relations committee 
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to check with civil authorities (the chief of police, the mayor and 
the governor) regarding the arrangements made tor bringing in 
extra policy and militia in the event of a riot. 

The committee should check with the police department on 
the policing of colored and mixed neighborhoods. 

3. Citizens should be urged to refer all rumors of racial trouble 
to the committee. . 

4. White and colored young people should be provided with jobs 
and war work to prevent their participation in race riots. N 

5. Reliable and authoritative information on local race relations 
should be provided by a citizens’ information committee. 

6. Clergy and church people should be enlisted in the work of 
easing racial tensions. 

Between the Lines would like to go further than the Civil Liber- 
ties Union and suggest that church people not only “be enlisted,” 
but that wherever necessary and feasible, they consider it their re- 
sponsibility as Christians to take the initial steps in working for 
community understanding of race problems and conflicts. 

Another encouraging angle of the troubled race problem in Ameri- 
ca is the fact that intelligent, responsible Negro citizens are trying 
to win their rights by patient legal methods. Although the news 
of violence travels rapidly, word concerning court decisions on laws 
involving Negro rights receives very little attention. The National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People has recently for 
the fourth time filed a brief, for legal action to end discrimination 
existing in suffrage laws, in the United States Supreme Court, attack- 
ing the constitutionality of the Texas voting laws in primary elections. 

The cases are built around the contention that in an actual white 
primary election in Texas, white members of any political party are 
permitted to vote, while all Negroes, regardless of party affiliation, 
are barred from the polls. 

Attorneys for the Association contend that the discriminatory bal- 
loting system should be abolished and their claim has been upheld 
in two of the three similar cases previously tried. Although the 
Supreme Court decided in favor of Negroes, the decision was nul- 
lified by changes forced upon the Texas Democratic Party procedure 
by the remnants of feudalism still in power in much of the South. 

Another case along these same lines involved the Louisiana pri- 
mary voting laws which are similar to the Texas system. The de- 
cision in this case went to the Negroes, the high court judgment being 
that the primary election was a vital part of “the procedure of 
choice.” 


Big Business Gets War Contracts 

The big companies have grabbed off the bulk of war contracts. 
During the past two years 75 per cent of all war contracts has gone 
to fifty-six firms. For a while 60 per cent of all war contracts was 
in the hands of six companies, among them General Motors, du Pont, 
Curtiss-\Wright, Bethlehem Steel, Newport News Shipbuilding and 
New York Shipbuilding. 

The Army and Navy, in handing out war work, ignored little 
firms, thousands of which went deeply into debt or had to close down. 
Washington officials have talked about helping little industry but 
real aid has not been forthcoming. 

The banks report that 70 per cent of money on deposit represents 
“concentrated wealth” and only 30 per cent represents “average de- 
positors.” In spite of all sincere efforts at reform, the war well 
may end by making the rich richer and the poor poorer. The 30 
per cent average depositor can soon spend all he has saved when 
jobs dry up,—the 70 per cent depositors control resources and produc- 
tion, 





